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AND THE RBGISTEATION OF SLAVES, IN THE

ISLAND OF OUBA.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.
(Extract.) Mapzin, April 13, 1854,

I have the homor to transmit wf“r lordshi by
this messenger & copy and tranalation of a most im-
portant document relating to slavery in the Island
of Cuba, which was published in the Gazette of this

mruing.
The points are the following:—

A determination, publicly expressed, to put down
g:e slave trade, and to keep faith with Great

An endeayor to force the whole alave population
of the island into works of agriculture, establishing
high taxes om those retained for household pur-

poses.
The organization of a system of colonization for

8 , Yucatenese, and Chineu-, detl their
m and r‘lght.s.' " i

And mgi the compulsory registering of all the
slaves in island at this mome.t, mth.ll.ll:g
negro (excepting those subiequently born) who
hervafter istered, and wan d@s not carry on
bim a copy of the register, will be considered as
unduly introduced, and declared ipso faclo free.

Your lordship will see at once two things—the
great advantage of such a measure, if properly car-
ried out, and the great <iffiroity to which it will
give rise at the moment o youo toring, with regard
&0 negroes who will be cluiue i jezal property,
and who yet have been irsudulently introdaced
siuce the conclusion of treaties with Spaln.

(TRANSLATION.)
Ezxposition to Her Majesty.

SeNorA--One of the most urgent necessities which
at present presses upon the Island of Cuba is the
ecarcity of laborers; agricu'ture is already alfected
by it; ite effects begin to be noticed in commercial

of colonlsta ia to be permitted, and to fix the rela
their maaters with 1egard
to the public interest and she powers of the govern-

The Governor Captain-General of Cuba, zeulons
for your I(.jent{’l service, and belieVing the wantof
labor to be most urgent, published an ordinance au-
thorizing for two yeara the free importation of colon-
ists from Bpain, Gi:!.u,
lations for that purpese, as also for determiving the
reciprocal righta of the colonists and of their mas-
ters. But the government, considering the import-
ance and gravity of the subject, }:avu?ndged it in-
M in ‘revising those dispositions, to sub-

them in the form of a decree to your H’ajeut '8
sanction, Its principal objects are—to facilitate
introduction ol colonists, in or ler that competition
may increase the supply, and thus lower the price
of lubor; to prevent the colonists from bemng im-
d upon by avarlcious speculators; to empower
rmemmnt to impose special conditions with
the same object on the importers, n::q:ordi.n.gh to the
nationality, number, and circumatances of the colo-
nists to be introduced in each expedition; to give
facilities within the limits of the law for fixing the
particular conditiona of the contracts with the oolo-
nists, in order that these contrasts may be go drawn
up a8 nok to give rise, by ambiguity or obseurity, to
questions of difficult solution;
torate confided to the political anthority, which
may decide, ex equo ¢f bono, all the guestions that
may be raised between the colonista and the mas-
ters, and may be susceptible of this proceeding; to
determine the most essential civil rights the
colonists and of their families, so that those nghts
may be respected in the contracts; to empower the
colonists and their masters to rescind these con- |
tracts at fixed periods, either on account of mar |
riage or by previous compensation, in order that the |

transactions, and, if it be not opportunely remedied,
the rich treasures which that fertile island contains
will soon be diminished, if not exhausted. The |
government have carefully stndied the crases of the
evil, and, in order to remove them, (hey offer to
your Majesty a system of mensures which they con- |
gider efficacious, if, as is to be expected, there be, |
on the part of the local u.ut.horitfna. zeal and per-
geverance in carrying them into execution.

1t is not hidden from the high penetration of your |
Majesty, that the origin of the scarcity which is de- |
plored’ lies partly in the exi-tence aud necessity of |
slavery, and partly in the treaties in force for the
suppression of the alave trade. The Antilles seem
mugemned by Providence not to give proofs of their

T

fertilfty unless with the aid of that i , and

condition of the colonists may not degencrate into |
slavery in some cases, or may not be worse in others

than that of the slaves themseclves; to enact mea- |
surea protective of the health and life of the colo- |

| nists, in order to prevent the avarice of any master

from putting the one or the other in danger; to
rant & disciplinary jurisdiction to the same mas-
%ars for the correction of such slight offences as may
not be cognizable by the tribuals. In all these dis-
ositions, nevertheless, the government have care-
Exlly abstained from opposing the smallest obstacle to |
the free agrecments of individuals; and if they have
fixed between the colonists and their masters some |
reciprocal obligations and rights independent of
the contracts, these have not e beyond what |

at the cost of the race upon whom it weighs. There
results hence for the lsland of Cuba a social and
economical situation, which, although exceptional
and anomalous it is neccseary to maintain, with all
its inconveniences, becanse there t«oulilrahr‘iw from
‘the design of regulatinz it by the type of European
nations greuerg&trimenm‘ror the Htate, and even
for the very race disinhenited of civil liberty.

From the necessity of muintaininﬁ' slavery in
those regions was naturally inferred the advaatage
ol permitting, in certain cases, the introduction of
new slaves; but as the international treaties and
the Spanish laws probibit and punish it with rigor,
this efficient means of preservation has been want- |
ing to slavery, while the developement and encour- |
agement of agriculture have rendered it every day
more necessary. Whatever may be, nevertheleas,
the qualification which these treaties merit, the |

vernment ought to fulfil them as the honor and |

muﬁg of the nation 'equire, concidering that
though they be in part the causaof the injury which
is lnu:u:n:m.-dy at this moment, it is not in the power
of the governmeut to remove it, ner wounld it be
morally possible to abolish sluvery.

Leaving out of view, therefore, as irremediable,
these two primary and fundamental causes of the
actual scarcity, the government have maturely ex-
amiped the immedinte causes, and belleve they have
found them:— !

1. In the practice of dedicating to domestic ser. |
vice and orher occupations, in whith the lahor of
whites and free men might be employed, the slaves
which are wanting to agricultare and the employ-
ments in which 519 labor of natives and Europeans
caonot compete with that of the Africaps.

2, In the proprietors not having taken cave, so
much as they ought to huve done, of the reproduc-
tion of the alave race, with the hope that the clan-
destine production of Bozal negroes would supply
their neazect. i

3. In the scarcity of white laborers and artizans
<apable of dedicating themselves to a maultitude of
meohanical offices, for which tbe negroes are unne-

ceesary.

4. In the t of property over the legitimate
slaves not _— g Ehapiﬁxdf; usable guarantees
and eecurities, in consequence of the guestions which

the understanding and application of the treaties in
force for the suppression of uhe slave trade are daily
raising with a powerful nation.

The alaves who now exist in the Island of Cuba
would suffice for all the wants of agriculture, not-
withstanding the losses which t].ua‘ haveexperienced |
by recent diseases, if a considerable number of them
had not been destined in towns to services which |
free laborers could perform as well or. better. This
circumstance makes evident the advuulage of re- |
moving the slave population from the cities and |
towns, and dedicating it in the country to the ocen- |
hltinm of agriculture. In order to effect this your

ajesty decreed, in 1844, the fmposition of a capita-
tion tax upon the slaves dest for domestic
service; but this measure has not produced the
desired effect, first, because all the sluves who
dedicate themselvea to occupations in which free
men t be emplored, heing excluded from the
tax, its influence is limited to a very reduced num-
ber of persons, and precisely to those who, from the
nature of their occupations, it must be most difficult
to attract towards agriculture; and, secoudly, be-
cause the capitation not exceeding a dollar, or a
little more, for each person, it has not been a saffi-
cient stimulus for the Cubius to abandon the in- |
:;terlle custom of having themselves seived by |

ves. [

In order to attain the desired end, therefore, it
will be necessary to extend the tamto all the alaves |
who are not habitually employed in agriculture; |
that is, to those who have not their permanent resi- |
«dence in the oetates or rural establishments, and to
increase the said tax ‘gmduully, in proportion to the
wealth of each proprieto:, adopting, as the measure
thereof, the number of slaves whom he has in his
service, and fixing, nevertheless, a prudent limit to |
the proportional increase, in order not to confound
:iha caprices of luxury witk the irue waats of in-

Your Majesty may still offer another more effica-
olous stimulant to the proprietors of slaves. There |
is now paid on the sale of them a duty of aleabala, |
which consists of six per cent of the stipulated
price. Exempt from this duty the slaves who are |
#old or translerrid for eervice in the agricultural |
patates or establishments, and exact double from
$hose who, having their residences in the said estab- |
|ishments, may transferred for service in the |
towns, and no indnstry will obtain with more abund- |
ance and advantage then agricnitare the labor
necessary for its preservation and encouragement.
If these measures shall not suffice to attract the |
slave ponulation towards the fields, it would be
difficalt to adopt other indirect means which

ould promise better results.  But  even |
though

on and  developing them-

agriculture industr should
8o increasing

selves in the Isiand of Caba in the same proportion
aa hitherto, the government beliove, neve

thet the slaves now existing would suffice for all the

=
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services in which they cannot be readily replaced
free laborers, if thelr reprodaction shill be cared

by

for and favored.
The measurca which your Majesty may adopt with

such an object are also indirect, and of no imme-

diate result, but will doubtless succeed. They con-

#int in en the proprietora to nte mar-
riages among r slaves, and #o to benetit them-
selves by the reproduction of this indispensable

race. In order to effect this, the entire prodoce of
tax before mentioned, onght to be
the adjadication of three annual pre.
in favor of the rietor whose alayes
nom| imate or
er in favor of him who
ber of female alaves in
another for him who |
the best result, of the |
bis slaves. Female
from the capitation
under twelve of
have a ce; nam- |

|
exempt from all alea- |
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minisked, only will the farmers and manufec. |
s care of the reproduction of ther I

will be dovom especially to taat |

bappens in other countrles where the

ns moralltf-. religion, or the State,
In order, finally, to ensure ull the rights asquired
by the owners of slaves, and to put a stap to the ille- |

timate hopes which have so much contributed to
ﬁ\e diminution of the slave race, it is indispensable |
to put an end, by efficacious measures, to the eternal
question of the slave trade. The government are
resolyed to cause the polemn treaties which bha{
stiimlated with England to be fulfilled, but they will
not propose to your Majesty any measure which mu.x
relax in the slightest the severity of discipline which |
is the guarantee and forced cunse?uence of slavery. |
Althongh the fear of measnres of this kind being
adopted in contravention of the Peual law of 1845, |
which prohibits investigations to be made within |
the estates in order to ascertain the origin of the
slaves existing in them, may have the good effect of |
keeping back many from the illicit commerce of Bo- |
zal negroes, nevertheleas it has the evil effect of
creating among the legitimate proprietors a feeling
of insecurity and disquietude. In order to prevent |
at once such fears and dangers, it is requisite tostop |
the complamts and demands of the government of |
Great Britain,which, in the use of the right ﬁlvento
it by treaties, watches strictly over their fultilment;
and this will not be uttalned without radically ex- |
tinguishing the elave trade.

he means which the government propose to yonr

Majesty for effecting this, have, in their opinion, all |
the advantages that can be desired, since their effi-

establish a proteo- |

or Yucatan, and making regu- |

|

sclected by the eaid Tribunal of Commerce from per-
sona not belonging thereto.
| VI The of the island, making
use of the powers which belong to him as civil r-
nor and superintendent of finance in commiasion,
ghall make, subject to my royal approbation, the
P mﬁm for the collection, assessment,
ug xpunem: levying of this tax.
II ﬂezhe Junta ﬂ?!?h:mt:fnw sha) tns?lt to th;
i secretary g and documen
?r:ﬂnh it may have relating to th

ppressed capi-
tation, and shall deliver over treasury
| the produce of the same, which not have been

& over on thetglblmﬂon of the preseni decree
the leland of Uuba,

X. No aleabala shall be paid for the slaves who,
after the eaid publication, may be sold or tranafer-
red, in order teo eerve or reside in agricultural es-
tates or establishments, the proprietor who mav ac-
quire them with that nbﬁm- dme it knownr
at the office with the tion of that tax.

XI. The Captsin-General of the island shall make
the proper arrangement#*for 1ecording the 'ferm.n-
nent reddence the alaves transterred under the
exemption from slcabala to agriculturnl estates and
estublishments, in order that the said slaves may

| never change their domicile to towns without the

cacy Leing unquestionable, and their execution most |

they ensure and guarantee all the ex]ntln!;

easy,
ri Ets relative to glavery. By opening in each cap

'1

owners first paying fhe said duty.

X1T. Donble alcabala shall be paid for slavea who,
baving their residence in agricaltural estates or es-
mblisﬁmanta. may be rred to serve or reside
in the towns.

X1 Mnﬁgvpdew committing fraud for the
nrpose of E the payment of alcabala in cases
n which he is not exempt from it according to this

decree, shall pay double, without prejudice to the
enal or civil responsibllity which be may incur by

e same act.

XIV. Only half the alcabala shall be exacted for
the tranefer of slaves under fourteen years of age.

XV. No alcabala shall be exacted :—

1. For eales of alaves which musv(mw place on ac-
count of marriages under article XXX, of the regu-
lations of the year 1842, provided the marriage 1

be proved,
2?'2‘01- the legitimate and legitimised children of
slaves who may be born after the publication of this

' decree in the island, when they leave for the firat

time the ownership under which they were born.
Given at the Palace, March 22, 1854,
Rigned by the royal hand.
The President of the Council of Ministers.
(Bigned.) Luis Josg BARTORIUB,

Having considered the report of the President of
my Courncil of Ministers, and in scoordence with
the opinion of the same Council, I bereby approve
the following regulations for the importision and
management of colonists in the island of Cuba:—

CuartEr 1.
Of the Importation of Colomists,
ARrr. 1. Private persons who wish to introduce on
their account into the island of Coba, Bpanish,
Chinese, or Yucatan colonists, shall be able to do so

]

from this day, and for the space of two years, sub- |

Jecting themselves to the conditions established in
tbesa regulations.

11. The imrarter of the said colonists must pre-
viouely obtain permission from the goyernment,
and must, for that

ose, present a certificate or
document showing

nr,
Eha the vessel in which they are |

to be conveyed is fit for the voyage. 1f the veasel |

should be in a foreign port, this certificate or docu-
ment shall be issued by the Spanish Conzul there,
aﬁgrz{ in a Spanish port by the proper naval an-
thority.

I11. Neither of the said permissions shall be con.

ceded unless the person in whose favor it is lssmed |

O
W the government may determine, on taking

hhlifhes himself to import the number of women |

into consideration the pumbeér of the men who are |

to Le impurted in each expedition, their nationality,

und other circumstances. No tonnage duties ulm{l

be ];rnid by the importers for women.
1V. The %we: nment, on conceding the

elon of whic

from the importers any other conditiond which it

ihe previous articles treat, may exact

tal or lieutenancy of government a register, where | may think fit with regard to the number, nationality

a'l the slaves who now exist inthe island may be in
scribed and fillated; by closing deﬂnitivelz
glster for any new inscription as soon as the neces-
sary time bhaa arrived, in order that no proprietor
may fail voluntarily to inscribe his alaves; and by
coneidering manumtiited and free all men of oolor
who in future do not appear inscribed and
filiated, making at the same time exceptions in Tavor
of infanteand of fugitive and absent slaves during the
time for the inscription, and of those whose condact
is disputed before the tribunals, there will not be in
future more slaves than those now in the island and
their descendants; there will be an exterior, visible,
and unquestionable mark to distinguish them from
the free men; and if some Bozal negroes should
be clandestinely introduced, it would be impossible
to make use of them as slaves withont exlilom.m to
the serious risk of luing them the first time they
might be met with without having the proof of
their inscription in the civil register. Thia er
will necessarily remove the temptation of profit,
which has hitherto maintained that illicit traffic in
spite of procecution.

The negroes frandulently introduced are worth
now 88 much as legitimate slaves, for aa soom as
they are disembarked and divided
estates, neither the one nor the other can be the ob-
ject of ! search, becausa it is always eaﬁ to frus-
trate any investigation respecting them. But when
the register is once established and closed, the
tenure of the real slavea will be as secore, as
will be ephemeral and uncertain that whieh it is
sought to exercise over those which are not so.

nnd cther circumetances of the colonists who are

this re: | to be imported.

V. The contracts between the importers and the
colvnists shall be written in the language of the lat-
ter, and shall be viséd by her Mojesty's Consul if
made akread, or by the Governor of the province if
wade it Bpanich territory. 2

V1. Theze contracts must set forth the following
particularsi—

1. The age,sex, and place of birth of the colonist.

‘ 2, The for which his contract is to be in
orce.

8. The wages, and the kind, quantity and quali.
ty of the food and clothing which he is t2 receive.

4. The obligation to afford him medical assistance
during illness.

5. Whether the wages are to be stopped when the
colonist falls {ll from any cause not connected with

his work, or independent of the will of the maater. |

6. The number of hours during which the colomist
obliges himself to work each day, it being declared
whether the master is to have the power of increas-

| ing that number on some days, provided this in-

amongst the

This will at least produce a very considerable differ- |

ence between the value of the re
and the consequence of all this be, that the
elave traders, not iindliuﬁ1 the risk they run suffi-
ciently compensated by the profit they obtain, will
abandon forever so nnworthy a traffic.

The ob! jon which 18 imposed on the owners,
of causing to be noted in the register all the acts
and contracts which affect the condition of the
slaves, or the righta which are exercised over them,
will also contribute, in a great degree, to secure the
pruperty over them, and to prevent the frauda which
are committed in the transactions concerning them.
When the fulfilment of this obligation shall be se-
cured by a declaration that the acts and contracts
which are not 8o registered shall have no effect in
regard to third parties, who may not have inter-
vened in the same, no one will be able to alienata
the slaves of another, or to sell as free from al
lien the partially redeemed slaves (coartados), or
to commit any other fraud of the same kind.

But the inscriptions and annotations made in the
registers being of such consequence, it is indispen-
Bable to secure, by all possible means, the responsi-
bility of the functionaries who are to have the
charge of them, and the exastness, clearness, and
legitimacy of the statements, -#®ith this object,
some rules of r;‘gmizntlon and procodore are sub-
mitted to your Majesty, which will require to he
of the island may adopt.

These, Madam, are the fondamental principles of
the three projects of decrees which the Prasident of

our Council of Ministers hag the honor of submitting
0 your royal approbation. If your Majesty deigus
to approve them, this will bestow upon your people
of the Antilles some im?rovemcuuu.nd reforms of
great importance for their preservation, prosperity
and encouragement.,
Madam, at the royal feet of your Majesty,

(Bigned) Tue CousT OF Ha% Luig,
Madrid, March 22, 1854, 1
ROYAL DECREES,
Having considered the report of my President of
the Council of Ministers, and in aocor&r.ce with the

opinion of the same Council, I hereby decree the
following: —

Artigle I. All the slaves resident in the island of
Cuba who have not their permanent domicile in the
agricultural estates or establishments, shall, with
cerlain exceptions, pAy a capitation tax.

1I. The owners ofslaves subject to ca shall
pay annually, instead of the established by the
royal order of July 20, 1844, the following:—For the
first slave, #2; for the second, $3; for the third, $4;
and go on for each additional elavoe, $1 more. The
holder of fifteen slaves, after paying the amount cur-

y nding to 1.11:1. ;:ﬁnhar, :coorgl;n to t)l‘ie re-
cedin 8 ay $8 only for each ulave
that hse I:.r;ﬂ'p. beyon ({ﬂnn.

1. No capitation tax shall be exacted for female
glaves, nor for their children under twelve years of
age.

IV. Married slaves, while they live with their
wives, and have living children by them, shall only
{m}' $1 annually, whatever be the number of slaves

hat the owner may have, and shall not be included
in the assemsment for the other slavea belonging to
the same owner. If the number of the children
amontita to four above twelve years of age, the slave
their iather shall bo exempt from all capitation,

| even though he may be n widower.

V. The capitation tax ghall be exacted from the
proprietors in quarterly |m‘ymontc. and a quarter OF
& yeor in advance, the first gunarter to Lo payshie nt

ective classes; |

crease shall be o nsated by a proportionate
diminution on other days.

7. The obligation of the colonist to indemnify the
m{:}e;’ ru{ the hours of labor lost to him by the colo-
ni-t'a fault.

8. The obligation of the same colonist to subject
hinself to the dhnigline of the estate, workshop, or
establishment in which he may have to labor.

9. A clanse drawn up in these terms: “[, N. N.,
arsent to the rate of wages above stipulated, al-
thoagh I know that what the free laborers and
alaves of the Island of Cuba get is much greater, be-

| cause I consider this difference to be compensated

by the other uh'mhﬁs which my master haa to af-
ford to me, as stated in this contract.”

10. The si of the colonist, if he can write,
and that of the contractor. :

V1L The celopdet shall receive, and keep in his
possession, & copy of the contract signed by the con-
tractor.

VIIIL If the colonista should be Bpaniarda and
under age, they shall not be permitted to contract

| with the importers without the consent of their pa-

rents or guardians. If they should be fereigners and
under fourteen years of age,the person on whom
theQde nd must be & pan]y te the contract.

IX. The importers of coloniste shall not embark
in any veseel more than one person for each ton of
measurement on a voyage from the ports of the pen-
jusula; one person for each ton and n half on voya-
ges made from the gorts of China, and in the like
proportion for the shorter voyage from Yucatan,

;. The importers shall also be bound :—

1. To provide the vessela with water and whole-
gome food fully sufficient for the number of persons
conveyed, und for the length of the voyage.

2, Tv adopt the necessary precautions in order to
ma'ntain in the said vessels the cleanliness and ven-

completed by sach regnlations as the firét authority | tilation indispen:able for the health of the pas-

arpEere.

?Fp‘l‘o carry o physician and medicine chest on
board when the number of persons embarked is
above a hundred.

4. To sukject themselves, on their arrival at any

ort of Cnbu, to the sanatory and police regulations
n foree there.

X1, In order to ensure the observance of these
regulations the colonists must only be imported at
the'port of Havana, except in case of shipwreck or
otker inovitable accident, whick may render the ar-
ri\r:nlf and landing at some other port a matter of ne-
ceanity.

XIﬁ Within twenty-four honrs after the arrival of
the vessel, or after ita admission to free pratigue,
the importer shall present a list of the colonists em-
tarked by him, accompanied by their contracts, and
by u return showing the number of those who
have died during the pasaage, and the cuuses of
deatha. The Governor Captain General, after seein
&t‘e dns-umenta. and -n:; ukingloll the whi 3

may deem necess prevent fraud, will permi
the dimhrhum.m

X111 The importera of colonists may tranafer
them to other employers, or to planters or individu-
als, on such terms a8 they may thiak fit, the lutier
always obliging themselves to fulfil the contracts
entered into with the said colonists and to conform
to these regulstions. The persons receiving such
trunsfers of colonista may re-assign them to other
porties on the ssme conditions, and if on &
transfer of coloniets the terms of the original con-
tract ehould be altered without the consent of the
colonista, such transfer shall be null and void,

X1V, Both the Importers and recefvers of colo-
nista ehall give an account tothe government of the
number of the latter transferred or received within
twenty-four hours after the conclusion of the con-
tract, stating the numuer, sex, and age of said colo-
nista, the vessel in which they arrived, the condi-
tions of the cont made with them, the nature of
ke labor in which they are to be employed, and the
place where they are ﬁnlng to reside.

The government will then dellver to the recaiver
the contrmots recelved from the importer relative to

the ecded colonists, after entering their contents in
the beoka which shall be kept for that purpose in

the expiration of the fivat term when the similar 10X | 1he ¢ iee of the Pelitical Becretary .
gupppresed by the precont deeres wi o 1o heeonme (1.8 |

AV, The residence of the eoloni<ts may nol be

T3

1

traneferre d from one
without & prey ious

Caarree II. ¥
the r ocal and Rights of the
o Poiomists mmm o
XVI1. The Governor of the Island
of Cuba shall be the protestor of the eolo-
tbmﬁ.:dhlldeh u:'"muwi hd“:im - 00
ve ors
Lio it Governors, who s, thetr turn shall
assisted therein, and without necessity of
mw.iﬂ ‘rl:émi_uict wmuhhﬂ:
@
i S0 oG of the Goveraors tnd Lisutenant:
Governors.

XVIL In Jegel matters, and when the masters of
the eolonists do not appear for them, the syndics of
the corporations, or their snbstitutes in the mnnici-

2l juntas, eball be the defenders of the colonists in
ghn ferior courts, and in the superior courts her

Majesty's fiecal officers.

2{\’1'][. The delegated &r:um ghall attend %o
the proper treatment of the colonists and the fulfil-
ment contracta; they nhnllogropue to the
official protector the messures which tbey consider
requigite for their welfare and encoursgement, and
shall ﬂnituhly and without form of law the
questions which may arise between the colonists
and their masters.

1f these questions should involve any point of
law, the protector shall decide them summarily,

g viva voce evidence, and hearing the opinion
of an asscssor,

11 the subject shonld be of greater laﬂdimm-
ance, it ahell be decided by the properauthority and
according to theestablished forms of law.

XI1X. It is understood that the colonists in sign-
ing or accepting their cor tracts with the importers,
renounce the exercice of all civil rights which may
be incom with the fulfilment of the obliga-
tiona which they incur, unless pome right is treated
of which is upm declared by these tions,

XX. The col may contract with
the conset of their masters.

If & colcnist who i: of age ebonld wish to marry,snd
his muster thould oppose it, he may redeem himself
from bis muster under the conditions prescribed in
Article XVIII, or he may peek another master, who
msy receive him with the same canditions.

XXI. The colonists shall exercise over their chil-
dren sll the rights of paternal power, and over their
wives sll the rights of marital power, in as far as
those rights are compatible with the legal condition
of the said children and wives.

XXII. The children of the colonists shall follow
the condition of their mothers all the tume that the
contract of the latter lasts ,if born during the same;
but on wmﬁ!;tln’ﬁ eighteen years of age they shall
ke entirely free, althongh their mothers should con-
tinue under contract.

The children under whom the women have
at the time ot hiring shall follow the condition which
the women m:iy stipnlate with the contractors. If
nothing should be stipulated they shall be entirely
free, but they shall bave a right to be fed, lod%m.l
and clothed gy the masters of thelr mothers, under
the conditions established for those under twelve
years old.

XXI11I. The children of the colonists born under
the power of the masters of their mothers shall have
the same right while they follow the condition of
the latter, but with the obligation to render in the
meantime to the sald masters the services of which
they are e%glble according to their age.

XXIV. The married colonists may not be trans
ferred to noy person who does not at the same time
take both husband and wife and their children
under twelyve years of age. The masters may not
oblige the husbands to live habitually arated
from their wives, nor the latter from their children
under twelve yeara of age.

XXV. The colonists may acqnire property, and
dispose of what may belong to them by wvalid title,
provided the contracts which they may make do not
involve any express or tacit condition, the
of which may be incompatible with their contracts
with the masters.

XXVI. The colonists mn{enl]uo take legal proceed-
ings agoainst their masters, being reprezented in the
manner prescribed in Article XVII, and against
other persons being represented by their own mas-
mueters, if the latter should be willing to undertake
their defence. w.

If the masters should decline to doso, or ifin a
fuit between bim and & third party the master's in-
terest shonld be oppesed to that of his colonists, the
latter mugt be represented by tke S’y'nd.ln in the in-
feﬂoarri courte, and by her ){aaeny 8 Fiscal in the
superior,

XVII The colonists who may bhave made con-
tracts when under twenty years of age, shall have
the right of rescinding them when they are twenty-
five years of age. Thoee who may have made con-
tracts when above twenty years o d, ehall have the
game right after six years' contract. The masters
sball likewise bave the ?mnt to reacind them at the
enme periods at which the colonists have this right.
The colonist shall in no case be able to make use of
the right recognized in this article unless he indem-
nifies his master, either by labor or in some other
mude, for what he may owe him.

XXVIIT. Every colonist shall be able to redeem
Linelf at any time from the power of his master,
provided be pays bim in cpsh:

1. The amount which may have paid for his

a.cguisiﬁon.
. That which the same colonist may owe him as
compeneation for labor or on any otber account.

9. The increased value which, in the judgment of
men of £kill, tke services of the colonist may have
ncquthed since he entered the master's employ-
ment.

4, The amount of the loes which the master may
lmgﬁ1 from the difficulty of replacing the colonist by
another.

The colonist shall not be able to make use of this
right in time of * zafra,” or during any other of the
pressing employments permitted on ho d‘nﬂt'
lyxx:[ah'lﬁr?n ﬁeﬁlﬁlﬁl treat a colo| h”:i]l:

, Or i} agements towal
him, the colonist may apply ::stha dggnted r&m—
tector, and if the latter, on hurlng parties,
should be convinced of the justice of the complaint,
he will allow the contract to be annulled.

This anulment may be granted without eo?:en-

ven
bar-

of the island to another
to the government.

sation to the master for what he may have
for the ncqnidtion of the colonist, and withou
ring any civil or criminal actionon the part of either

arty.
5 xix‘ 1n the days and hours of rest the colonists
may work on their own account within the estab:
lishment or estate where they reside; and if they

ghould wish towork out of it, they must previously |
masters

obtain the permission of the

In the same daysand hours they
in such harmless fmusements as
discipline of the establishment or te.

1. The colonists shall freely dispose of the
Ehr:duee of their property and of their work done in
dndn and hours of rest, but they shall not be
allowed to establish any retail
of their master.

XXXTI. Whenever the colonist wishes to sell his
furniture or moveables, be shall inform his master,
whho sball be preferred pro tanto to any other pur-
chager.

XXXIII. When the master concedes to his colo-
nist any lot of land for cultivation during the days
and hours of rest, the colonist shall acquire the en-
tire produce unlees his master may have stipulated
otherwise with him.

XXXIV. The colonists shall not be able to leave
the estate or establishment in which they serve
without the written on of their master or his
delegate, and any colonista found unprovided with
such a permit ghall be n]:grehendbd by the authori-
ties, and taken home at the master's expense.

XXXYV. When it may have been stipulated in the
contiocts that the coloniets shall bave any particu-
lor kind of food, or clothes of a icular make or
sort, and if circomstances shonld prevent the mas-
tey from providing the same, the kind, quality, or
make of either may be altered, but not the quan-

tity.

it the colonists should not be content with this
charge they shall nﬂ'nl to their protector, who will
settle the matter fairly between the parties, with
(e regard to the essential right of the eolonist.

XXXVI. Whatever stipulationsa may have been
mude jn the contracta as to medical assistance for
the colonists, it shall comprise, not only the attend-
ance of the practitioner, but aleo such medicinea
and food as the physicians may prescribe daring ill-
ness and cony ce.

XXXVIL The colonista shall work for their mas-
ters, on every day that is not a holiday, during the
pumber of hours agreed upon in the contract.

1t ia understood that duys which are not holidays,
for the purpeses of this article, are all those on
which the lmeept of the church does not prohibit
labor, and those which, notwithstanding the festival
celebrated thereon, shall be authorized by the ec-
clesinstical avthorities as working days.

XXXVIII. Notwithstanding any stipulation to
the contrary, the masters shall bave no right to ex-
act from their colonists more than twelve hours’
dlg&lnbor G AN aver,

XIX. If u con shall contain a stipulation
24 to the right of the master to arrange in the man-
ner most o tageous for his intereste the hours of
Inbor Wn with the colonist, as presoribed
in No. 6 of cle?l.,tha;;ilght shall be understood
a6 limited, so that the colonist can never be obli
to work more than fifteen houra in one day, and so
that he shall always bave at least six consecntive
bours of renthy night or by thz;l

If the #aid right should not have been stipnlated
in the contract, the master shall not have power to
exact from the colonist more hours of work in each
day than those d upon.

&L. The colonist must render to his master all
Jawfal services that he may require, unless it shall
have bteen agreed in the contrnot that the colonist
in to be employed exclusively in certain lnbors,

In such case the colonist may resist bein
ployed in labors different from toose stipulated.

The master may let ont to s third person the sor-
vicen of his colonist, for employmoent jn such work
ne fe wtipulnted in the contract, and 1o which no cons
dition of the contract ie ppposed.

may also ind
Aot distar the

om-

trade againat the will |

pective contracts ought to be prolonged.

XLVIIL, At the end of monﬁ the account
corresponding to the Imbor and t of each
colonist shall be closed, and he informed
of the result, in order that if he have mark to
make he may do so at ence, or Y to the

| protector if he shonld not concur @ master’s

| same master, the latter, or his delegate, shall de-

hawe been stipulated in the contract.
XL1V. The colopist who,
teaot, is entitled to receive bis uring illness
arising from whatever canse, shall have no right to |
demand his wages if his illneas arises from any wil- |

of the two previous
articles and of Article V1, the diseases of the
colonists shall be reported upon by the medical men
of the estate or estublishment in which the colonista |
are employed, and in defsult of them, by two physi-

ciaps nemed by the A
If the colonist should” demur to their opinion, he
tor, in order that

may B to the delegated

by,hln ;actlon the colonist may be re-examined
by two practitionera : one to be named by him, and
another by the master, by whose decision both par-
tiea shall sbide withont erap) If the &I:y—
sicians pamed by the master and the colonist disa-
gree, the delegated protector shall name @ third,
whoee decision slall be final.

XLVI. The colonists shall comy their mas-

ters for the days aud hours during which they ma
bave to work through their own l'hulg.
and for p their engagement sball be ex-

tended for the nmr& time. The colonist shall
A o e (0 onttary b oty sy
con
i’%‘ﬁ"”m of this iolelhallr. . good
e ons art! hold
without barrivg the other penalties which the colo-

nist may incur by the offence in guestion.

XLVIL In fu t of the regulations contnined
in the first h of the prevlous Arti:le, the
OWLErS OF 8U tendents of the estates or estab-

lishments in which the colonists work shall keep
books containing an account of the daily labor of
the coloniste and of the ta made to them, 8o
that the secount of what i3 owed by or due to any
one, may be made out at any time, and in the for-
mer case it may be known for what period the res-

statement of the acconnt.

1X. The clause which, with reference to Ar-
ticle VI, h 8, every contract ought to con-
tain, as to the colonist subjecting himself to the dia-
cipline of the estate or esta ent in which he
bas to work, and any other stipulations which ob-
liges him to obey his master's orders, shall be al-
ways unders with the provise that the rules or
orders preacribed to the colonist shall not be con-
trarzatoothercundiﬂons of the same contract, nor
to the tenor of these re ns.

L. When any colonist deserts from the estate
or establishment in which he is serving, the master
shall inform the local authority, in order that the
neceseary stepe may be taken for his pursuit.

The muater shall pay at once the expenses ocoa:
sioned by his capture and restitution, but shall have
2 rlght to indemnify himself for them by deduct-
Lnig om the fugitive colonist half the wages dus to

m.
LI. If a master ghould have in his service non-
Catholic colonista, he shall provide for their instruc-
tion in the doctrines and morality of the true reli-
gion, but without emglnyhg other means for this
purpose than persuasion and conviction; and if any
one shall expreasa wish to conform to the Catholic
faith, the master shall inform the parish prieat.

LIi.WhanauolonlatM suffer in his person or
interests & wrong or injury, not amoun toa
crime, from a free man, or from a colonist of an-
other ownership, the master shall take cognizance
of the fact, and if he think the complaint just, shall
demand from the offender or his master, by friend
or extra-judicial means, the repar, duoe; and if
these means be not sufficient, he seek redress
before. the competent authority, or state the
fact to the Syndic, in order that he may do 8o,
If the complaint of the colonist should be thought
unfounded, he shall be informed aoccordingly, and
advised to abandon his complaint; but if the colonist
should refuse to do o, he m‘ﬂnppl to the Syndioc
to make the proper claim. en the complaint is
directed against another colonist belonging to the

tl:j_(i;“!ha fq'n:‘heu‘lthm Ii:’tha manner {hﬂ ﬂ:.i.nhuu ust,
i r of 1the may a W 4 deci-
slon to the prc;t%r or l{h fﬁg;m. who shall take
cogvizance of the matter in the form preseribed in«
Article XVIIL

LI11. The importers of colonists, and the masters
who may fail to comply with any of the obligations
or formalities bed in this and the previous
chapter, shall incur afine proportionate #o the
gravity of the case, which shall be sum-
maril l;dl wtitho‘:t pmdig to the or civil ‘3
ponsibility Wl ey may guhbject,
which the authority will have to exact from them in
the F‘roptr form.
tL '.ﬁTha gro‘l)onlmmdlhlﬂ !tg: la:mltlad to claim
atany time, from r master, government, or
the importers, the &ne{:nnt of the expenses of their
return wy:f: to - country, unleas their con-
tracts oontain an express stipulation to that effect.

LV. On the expiration of the contract, the colo-
nists ehall have all the rlﬁ;:abthn beloaﬁ to them
respectively, according to origin as Spaniards
or foreigners, without any difference between them
and those who may never have been colonists.

he Discipl “.r d}n{m the M.
t sciplinary Jurisdiet lasters.
I?{’[. The mm:r:’m exarclnfs disel -

Jjuriediction over their colonists, and in virtue of it
shall be able to im the following punishmenta:

1. Confinement one te ten d

2. Btoppage of s during ullt‘ﬁ;.l& The first
of theee punishments may be inflicted without the
second, but the latter may never be applied without
the former.

LVII. Whenever the master inflicts on his colo-
nist either of the penalties mentioned in the pre-
vious Article, he shall give information withln the
next twenty-four hours to the proper protector, in
order that be mkzinwﬂi , il he

the offence d, an
of the master if it should sppear unjust.

Any master omittin Fl“ the said notioe
within the time !&0\‘1505 be subject to a sum-

fine of $25 to $100.

LVIIIL. The colonists may in every case complain
to the protector of any wrong done them by their
masters, whether by punishing them without canse,
by imposing penalties which are not within their
Empmnce, or by otherwise improperly treating

em.

If the protector find the master guilty of any of-
fence, he denounce him to the proper tribunal;
and if the offence be only & slight one, he shall him-
self impose a fine not exceadinﬁnﬂﬂ.

LIX. In order to ensure the fulilment of the regu-
lations of the two preeedvlzs Articles, the proatectors
thall bave the power to visit, when they think pro-
per, the estates or establishments where there are
colonigts, either personally or by means of other
functiovaries, and to examine the colonists as they
may think fit.

LX. The delegates of the master in the estate or
establishment in which the colonista work, ma,
exercise disciplinary jurizdiction, but under the pe-
cuniary responsibility of the same master, and with-
out pjrejud!ce to the penal responsibility which they
may ineur.

Ile. The following offences shall be punished as
bove (dieciplinarmente):—

1. Insubordinatton to the master, to the superin-
tendents, or to any other delegate of the master.

2. Refugal to work, or want of punctuality in any
particular piece of work. -

4. Injuries which do not oblige the party injared
to suspend work.

4, Desertion.

&, Drunkenness.

6. Infraction of the rules of discipline established
by the masler.

7. Offences against good manners, not constituting
erimes, which be prosceuted unless at the
instance of the parties, or which conetitating a
cg:le of this kind, are not prosecited by the party
L1

8 ﬁ\?} other act done with malice, and from
whic ury or damag? accrues toa Td person
and whrélh lft?!r‘l-hekul. docs not constitute an of
fence subject to legal prosecution.

LXII. The disciplinary juriadiction shall be exer-
cised by the masters without g)‘ratmﬂce to the rignt
of injured parties to require that the offending
nigt thall be puniabed by the tribunals if there be

mﬁt:’nm. to wbjo'h‘;hahw‘t-a-
emeselvea,

in Article XXV, ahall have
nizance in all cases of penal or civil responaibility
in which the masters are not competent judges ac-
cordinqrto the regulation fn A:ticle LXI.

LXIV. When the punishments
Article LVI. are not suficient to prevens the colonist
from repeating the same or com other offen-
ces, the master ghall amy to the protector, who,
the act constitutes un offence sncording to the laws,
shall decide that the guilty colonist may be punish-
ed b htlmmt; and if not, by additional disciplinary
punikhment,

LXV. If the colonists of an ertate shonld mutiny,
or resist by force and collectively the orders of their
snperiors, the master ma{:lnw employ force to
them to onder; and he & give immediate
matlon to the delegated protector, in order that if
the gravity of the case n: uire it, he may take mea-

3

manner agreed | take the measures inorder
S87%6C | the monih of Jamuary ot Aot . £ o

tures for hovirg the poflty colovists punished at
once in the prescnce of the other colonista,

LXVT. The hitherto in
to Chineee and Yuostam colonists are

guted.
Captain-Genersl of the

i
i

island sh

<=

made out or corrected
DNAmes, BeX,

; the lists shall state
.mw&ﬁ-m
period of contraot,

and the aud domicile of their ree-

pective masters.

The 8.2 au shall send to Ptuunﬁ
| of the Council mm an nnn“nil. abstract
ing to his con- | the sai

d registers, stating the number of colonists
vk e ;’gd by Ton sk o i
, from , 8l m vards;
y condition, 88 unmarried, married .o?wl.snnn;
segricultural, industrial or

e i b
; by cta in w! reaids;

by the time of doration of their wnm.aaoa;d?::
as they may be under five years, from five to tem
years, from ten to fifteen years, aud from fifteon
T ot thg Mol roh 15, 190

Signed by the Toysl Hand, "

Tla(am ::Ld,m of the Council of Ministers,

B
Taking into consideration the
me by my President of tmmcmmnmmum.:
in conformity with the opinion of the same Oounail,
1 bave determined to approve the following
tions, which are to be observed in the istand of Og-
ba for preparing lists anda civil register of slaves:
Respecting List ndc;nrm mmML

in als @ iraf T,

e 4t
' 7, L. On sug as the Captai
fix, the municipal officers of :ha towns v 4
accompanied by such functionaries or
Eiduals as the mpmpecﬂvu ﬁ(ilu;:mm or Lisutenant-

overnors ma to the prepe- .
ration of the Vete of slave throaghons 1o Land’

11. These lists shall state, with due clearness and
exactitude, the names of the slaves, their the
nation to which they belong, aud their age, if
krown, and if not known, what their age
pear to be; also the names of their pu'nrl.-i
known, tlseh- mﬁ‘; po&gnnli:ﬁlr oocupation, their ,
ersonal descri o tly, the name, profea-
laion.n:d duml&eofhhemer. ? i

I11. The municipal officers and the d
companying them will sign all the lists of t
trict, and the owners of slaves will
lists, both being res

ing to the gra

g

the tribunsls, vity of the case
for any mistake or an i.nemtihl{n showing l.
frandulent intention. ' W i

Y. Any owner of slaves who shall cauae to be en-
tered in tIL lista & greater number of alaves than he
really possesnsea, shall paya fine of from $200 to $500
for every additional slave so entered.

V. The same penalty sball be inflicted on the
owner who shall euter any of his slaves with a false
dmnglt_li]on. showing a fraudulent intention.

VI. The “pedanec” and delegates who may be
convicted of connivance in any of the frauds alluded
to in the two preceding Aniu{ea. shall be tried and
punished as forgers of public documents.

VII. After the expiration of the term fixed for
the formation of the lists, the *pedineos" will send
them in original to the Governor or Lieutenant-Go-
vernor of the respective districts, keeping a certified
coﬁﬁ( the eame,

. In every chief town of a district a civil re-
gister of slaves phall be established, which shall
comprise all those slaves who may have their habi-
tual residence within the same di t, and whioh

be entrusted to a public functionary appointed

by t.
IX. 'Fl?o Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor, on
receiving the lista " " will

mi I ces noted therein.
. After the expiration of the time fixed for the
formation of the lists, and when the civil r
in the districts shall be opened, the Captain

will fix a further short period, not to be extended,
during whichthe owners of slaves who, for any
reason whatever, may have omitted to enter of ,
their laves, may present themselves to the *
neo,” together with the omitted slaves in question,
to have entered.

XI.
the pe
Lieutenant-Governor the lista which they may
drawn up during this second od,

reacribed in Articles 11, III, and VII, and

e registers for all first insoriptions shall
cably closed, exc:g:iug the inscription of MIE

»

i

EE

born children, or that which may be ordered to
made by the proper authorities after due examina~
tion of the circumstances case,

through
of each slave, which will called "m
egistro” (register tickets).
I1I. The re, r tickets shall state briefly the
description and circumstances of each slave,
ing to the tenor of the inscription, and they will be
iesued by the keeper of the register, and connter-
ségmdhy the ve Govenors or Lieutenant-

i
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g

alaves to be
hereinafter

of their ticket.
Any slave who may be
ment will be treated as a deserter;
rest byﬁ:hehnnthomiu nto:ihu: will
owner thay he ma register
1f within mnfﬂ after thet in which
owner has received the aforesaid notice
ticket shall not be presented, the slave
clared free, and the proper authority will deliver
bim his letter of freedom.
XVIL After the register has been closed, only the
following slaves will be inscribed in it for the first
er—

1. Blaves born subsequently to the cloging of the
e

er.

. Those who may be declared slaves by sentence
of the courts of justice, and after due proof of their
legitimate ori

gin.
Thbose whom the Captain-General or his dele-
tes the Governors, or Lieutenant-Governors, may ,
irect to be entered as legitimately imported into
the igland, or #s not having been in the possession of
for their in-

their owners during the period fixed
acription. v
XVIIL The newly born slaves shall be entered by *
{heir owners within one month, to be re:koned from
:‘h&d? ﬁl’ their birth, in the form preseribed in
ole 11, :
XI1X. The men of color whose state of freedom or ~
of nlnwmny be in question before the courts of
| be entored with a note of this eircum-
stance; but the sentence whereby they are declared
slaves will bave no force whataoever, so long as it

has not been in the form here de-

A legitimately i m‘?
. Any person ma m|

into the 1?; of Cuba, nhnll’pn.g:’:r: Iﬂfm‘,”wﬂhin

eight days after his arrival, to the superior political
axthortty of the part in whieh he bas becti lended
in order that that rnnatiunni,hmar having d;g
ascertalned the legitimacy of his origin, may -
him to be registered in tlie town whero he is to re-

g skuuldwl;alobl!ged to com-,
ne urney, in com, their owners,
within the eight days, the m{n shall couse them
to be includen in their own passports until they ar-
rive at the. place where they are to fix their resi- ¥

side.
1f the elaves so im:

the district where he 18 to reside, and that the
to the aforesald fanctionaries to have

e Binoo b g ded g Ao &, 1.
Binch of it is nneapired, 3 ¢
XXII. Those slaves who havep run away
oy sy b Gant. e b
an ently ’
afte have been thei
the Ouveloer O the Ligetestal Horerese ot e

district, and after these functionaries shall h
duly ascertained the fact of the alave having ::

Yearty Revi dsteand 1
carty Revinnon of Lisls, an et
Titles Rc’.#ﬂﬁt'; to Slaves, o e
XXI1. Every year in the month of January, sad




